Objectives.-Subtle language is the expression of semantic and lexical knowledge and linguistic expertise. It comprises of elements of metalanguage and pragmatics. Patients with traumatic brain injury (TBI) classically show preservation of elementary lexical and syntactic abilities. But they are impaired in their ability to communicate, and this could partially result from subtle language difficulties. Our aim was to evaluate this language. Subjects and methods.-We included 44 patients having suffered a TBI, most often severe (GCS < 8). The mean time post-TBI was 8.1 month. The subtle language was analyzed by 15 tests: definitions, evocation of names from definitions, sentences construction, synonyms, antonyms, polysemy, intruders, differences, figurative expression, proverbs, verbal logic, absurd sentences, procedural discourse, declarative discourse and argumentative discourse. There were three levels of increasing difficulty in each subtest. Patient performance was compared to that of an equivalent (age, education level) group of normal control subjects.
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